Teaching Philosophy

Students learn best by doing. Drama is an art form based in action. Theatre is a space where
people come to see “doing”. Artists can’t learn their craft solely through lectures and theory.
Furthermore, students in any classroom can’t fully integrate any meaningful or complex learning
outcomes simply by passively listening to and reading content. Deep, enduring, and meaningful
educational growth is an active practice, and the magic of theatre arts education is that
students learn deeply about themselves and the world through actually executing skills.

Student and professor is a collaborative relationship. Education is a conversation, as is theatre.
There is a constant flow of information going back and forth between participants. If a safe,
nurturing, respectful environment is facilitated by the professor then this exchange can produce
profound artistic and educational results.

Artistic growth is key, but... we are really in the business of developing human hearts and
minds. | want to help my students realize their dreams of being theatre professionals, but they
must also understand, what really matters is that these skills are profoundly transferrable to
many applications in their lives. Theatre education can be used as a powerful tool for self-
discovery and social engagement. It can both prepare students to be future professionals, and
nurture their compassionate and aware humanity.

Clear and effectively taught craft and technique is vital, and then students must be given
enough space, freedom, and guidance to allow them to make it their own. As a student |
remember encountering teachers who were too rigid and narrow, not allowing enough room for
me to make it my own. | have also encountered teachers who were too loose, not providing
enough structure, so | came away not really knowing if | developed any technique or craft that |
could truly rely on. | constantly strive to achieve a middle path where students feel they are
receiving skills they can use in their theatre practice, and being given the space and individual
attention needed for them to integrate it into their own personal practice.

Connections are much more interesting than divisions. How can we synthesize ideas? How can
we collaborate and incorporate various viewpoints, approaches and beliefs to coalesce around a
unique artistic vision?

Questions are contagious and lead to depth. Learn how to ask good questions, and then give
over to the resultant adventure of finding answers and unlocking more questions.

| take play, joy, and fun seriously! They are not frivolous, they are vital.
Ego is profoundly damaging in the classroom, especially when it is coming from the teacher.

Dialogue, and helping my students grow and find their voice is my only agenda. My classroom is
a space where we all work together to create something beautiful and bigger than ourselves.



